








Beyonce, 
Success
Over the past few
months, contributors to
NPR Music have
reviewed their collections,
read listener nominations
and announced a list of
the “Decade's 50 Most
Important Recordings”
that have made an impact
in the marketplace.

This year, the list fea-
tured several top artists
including Beyonce (Dangerously In Love), Kelly Clarkson
(Breakaway), and Jay-Z (The Blueprint). Beyonce's 2003 solo
debut, Dangerously In Love, shattered sales records, spawned a
sold-out world tour, won an outstanding five Grammy awards and
confirmed her status as one of pop/R&B's premiere songwriters,
producers and singers.   

Beyonce’s album, I Am...Sasha Fierce, topped the album charts
around the world and featured the singles “If I Were A Boy” -
which went #1 in UK, Nor way, Sweden, South Africa, Korea,
Brazil and Denmark - and “Single Ladies (Put A Ring On It),”
which hit #1 on the American Billboard Hot 100 & R&B charts
and spent three weeks at #1 on Germany's airplay -based club
charts. Most recently, she was also a winner at the 2009 MTV
Europe Music Awards (EMAs) and top winner at the 2009
American Music Awards. Congrats Beyonce!

Excellence

Springfield’s Madai Williams, a student of D.R.E.A.M studios
Inc., recently won the top spot as young Nala in Broadway ’s Lion
King (North American Tour). Some 800 young girls auditioned,
but Madai wowed the judges. Madai is the second D.R .E.A.M.
Studios student to be cast as Young Nala on the national tour. 

Madai Williams, an eight year old, attends Martin Luther
King Junior Charter School by day and acts, sings and dances at
D.R.E.A.M. Studios by evening will make her on stage debut in
Hartford, CT in January of 2010.  

The show runs from January 27, 2010 until February 14, 2010
at the Bushnell Performing Arts Center, Hartford, CT,  before
traveling to Boston, Philadelphia and a host of other cities includ-
ing Vancouver, BC Canada. 

Shown at the salute to Bob Coard are (lef t to right) ABCD President and CEO John Drew, Governor Deval Patrick, Donna Coard, Bob ’s wife, Mackie Coard, Bob’s son and
ABCD Board President, Juliette Mayers. Coard’s legendary work in the community action arena made life better for millions of lo w-income individuals and families in Boston
as well as throughout the nation.

A dream come trueBeyonce

Shown above are the D.R.E.A.M. Studios  team (left to right) Bonnie Weaver,
Destiny Weaver and Benjamin Smith. Shown in front is Madai W illiams.
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High praise for Harlem
Renaissance Revisited at
Boston College
Haywood Fennell and the Oscar Micheaux Theater Program of
Boston recently held its Boston College performance to an
enthusiastic audience who gave the program a well-deser ved
standing ovation. The history-making performance was incredi-
ble and very uplifting. One attendee said, “We felt the spirit of
history in the room.” Another audience member said, “It was
great to see the character portrayals bring histor y alive....our kids
need to see this.” Kudos to the the cast for a stellar performance.
Stay tuned for news about upcoming performances and shows. 

Dr. Bobbie L. Rennix was recently named
Ms. Senior Massachusetts.  She was born
in Oklahoma, Arkansas and later moved to
Springfield where she started teaching in
1969.  She holds six certifications and dur-
ing her 36 year career, she was an elemen-
tary teacher, counselor, a multicultural
education consultant, a professional devel-
opment specialist, director of summer
migrant programs, coordinator of parent
advisory counsel, an assistant principal,
and a principal.  One of her greatest
achievements was the creation and imple-
mentation of the first multicultural educa-
tion program in the Springfield school sys-
tem, which was to develop an understand-
ing and respect for all people regardless of
their differences. Dr. Rennix is an Adjunct
Professor at AIC College, co-founder of
the company “The Rennix Weigh,” diversi-
ty and reading consultant, motivational
speaker, parent/student educational advo-
cate, and owner of a private tutorial ser v-
ice.

Bobbie Rennix, winner of Ms. Senior Massachusetts Pageant
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Brimmer and May is a coeduca-
tional, independent, nonsectari-
an, pre-kindergarten through
grade twelve day school, located
in Chestnut Hill.

Brimmer and May's educa-
tional philosophy places the stu-
dent at the center in the class-
room.  Teachers at every level
focus on actively engaging stu-
dents in learning.  Students take
responsibility for leading discus-
sions and are encouraged to
demonstrate what they have
learned through individual and
collaborative projects and
exhibitions.

The new Honors Program
offers Middle and Upper School
students an intellectual exten-
sion to the required class work
with additional focus on cre-
ative problem solving, inde-
pendent thinking, extended

research skills, and application
of learned content and skills.

The rigorous curriculum
emphasizes global education,
preparing students with the
skills needed to be successful
citizens and leaders.  Beginning
with the study of world lan-
guages in pre-kindergarten and
continuing with global studies
in the Middle and Upper
Schools, the curriculum reflects
the school's belief that today's
students must be fully conver-
sant with other peoples, cul-
tures, and languages.

An innovative World
Languages program introduces
French to all students in pre-
kindergarten and gives students
the choice of studying French or
Mandarin beginning in grade
five, with the addition of
Spanish in grade six.

Upper School students par-
ticipate in Winterim, a study
tour program that takes place
every other year and gives stu-
dents the opportunity to travel
to and explore various cultures
and places.  This year, students
traveled to China, Senegal,
Belize, Spain, England, and
France, and volunteered for
Habitat for Humanity in
Alabama.

The new Creative Arts

Diploma Program provides
Upper School students with the
opportunity to focus on chosen
art forms including Photogra-
phy, Musical Theatre, Theatre,
Visual Art, Creative Writing,
Music, and the tools to create a
portfolio documenting their
work.

In March, a group of Brimmer and May student s and two World Languages teach-
ers visited Senegal for 10 days to learn about it s people and culture. The Winterim
group worked with Senecorps to paint the wall of a school under construction.

Brimmer and May students and two
teachers visit SenegalBrimmer and May

Brimmer and May
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