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2013 EDITORIAL REVISITED: In Support of Col. Charles
Young to be promoted posthumously; Black colonel was not
promoted because white soldiers would have had to salute him

Editorial: Posted July 26, 2013
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Long before one president
could utter: “Ask not what your
country can do for you, but ask
what you can do for your coun-
try?” Charles Young had already
answered the call. Ironically,
Col. Charles Young, a legend in
his own time Buffalo soldier,
was medically discharged from
the United States Army in the
year John F. Kennedy was born,
1917.

He was proud to be called
Colonel Charles Young; he was
proud to serve his country, the
United States of America. No
one could question Charles
Young’s patriotism, and no one
could question that he deserved
to move up in the ranks. Until
now and by the Center for
Military History.

On January 22, 2013  the
National Coalition of Black
Veterans sent a very compelling
letter* to the nation’s first
African American President
requesting that Col. Charles
Young receive a presidential
proclamation that would bestow

on him the honorary rank of
Brigadier General. Written by
coalition chairman, Charles
Blatcher III who is also founder
of the National Minority
Military Museum Foundation,
and by the museum’s chairman,
Howard D. Jackson, this letter is
a literary masterpiece in Black
History and should be read by
every Black child and every
American child, for the fact that
Black History is American
History.

Apparently, personnel at the
Center for Military History can-
not read.
You see, the National Coalition

of Black Veterans was not ask-
ing anything out of the ordinary
concerning a presidential procla-
mation given posthumously to a
soldier, as Blatcher and Jackson
so movingly cited with monu-
mental facts in their letter.
Presidents Harry S Truman,
George H.W. Bush and Bill
Clinton had accorded posthu-
mously such proclamations and
honorary titles. 
However, the response to this

letter was so slow in coming that
the Coalition enlisted the aid of
Cong. Barbara Lee (D-CA) who
dispatched yet another letter to
the nation’s first Black
President, requesting that he
bestow the rank of Honorary
Brigadier General on a man who
had served his country for 32
years.

It was after Cong. Lee’s letter
that the Center for Military
History was charged with look-

ing into the matter. 
Fast forwarding:  The Center’s

response to the National
Coalition of  Black Veterans was
not only disrespectful but bor-
dered on a crass naïveté that is
repugnant in a 21st Century
America, representing the first
administration headed by an
African American President who
also serves as the nation’s
Commander-in-Chief. 
Herein is the response: “...
[W]hile Colonel Young did dis-
play exemplary conduct and
character and made significant
contributions to the national
defense, there is no evidence
that he ever performed duties
and responsibilities commensu-
rate with a Brigadier General.
Moreover, all evidence indicates
that Colonel Young was promot-
ed simultaneously with his peers
from West Point.”
One has to wonder what evi-
dence would that be for a Black
soldier who was only the third
African American to graduate
from a lily white West Point and
who had served his country from

1889 to 1922? One has to won-
der if the Center looked at the
‘facts’ that Col. Young did not
receive his promotion because
white soldiers did not want to be
‘subservient’ to a Black man.
One has to wonder if the Center
looked into the ‘politics’ of race
which used bogus medical
claims to  force Col. Young into
retirement after he requested to
be promoted to Brigadier
General. One has to wonder if
the Center investigated the white
officers who put in their requests
for transfers so they would not
have to serve under a Black
Brigadier General or a Black
anything for that matter. 

And we mustn’t forget the
hilarious line “…promoted
simultaneously with his peers
from West Point?” Do tell. 
The highly esteemed Center for
Military History expounds in
classic brush off: “It is worth
noting, however, that Colonel
Young's official records were
destroyed and that CMH has
determined it would be impossi-
ble to recreate them. The Army
is certainly willing to consider
any additional, substantive doc-
umentation regarding Colonel
Young's career that may support
a recommendation for honorary
promotion. Therefore, I ask that
you provide any additional doc-
umentation you may have --
such as official military records,
commendations, resumes, cur-
riculum vitae, etc. -- to allow a
complete characterization of
Colonel Young's service.”
To which Charles Blatcher III
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Below is our editorial from July 26, 2013. It is now 2016 and the National Coalition of Black Veterans has yet to
receive a promised call from the White House. In an effort to continue to get Col. Young promoted and honor him, 
a special event will be held at 11;00 a.m. on June 1, 2016 at 1350 Brush Row Road, Wilberforce, Ohio 45384. For
further information, contact The Colonel Charles Young Promotion Campaign at 510-467-9242 or email to 
CNMMMF@aol.com . 

justifiably responded in his letter
of July 8, 2013 to the nation’s
first Black President and
Commander-in-Chief: “Officers
were not allowed to command
white troops. Their promotion
opportunities were limited to the
needs of the 9th and 10th
Cavalries and the 24th and 25th
Infantry Regiments. There was
no place in the segregated armed
forces for a Black General or
full colonel. The date Charles
Young was promoted to full
colonel was the same day that he
was forced into medical retire-
ment from the United States
Army. We are certain the Center
for Military History is aware of
the facts of his service and of the
era. We request that you grant
the honorary promotion in the
name of historical redress and
social justice.”
Now, what part of these facts

cited above does the Center for
Military History need to trans-
late with the Rosetta Stone?
Why doesn’t the Center investi-
gate how the records were
destroyed? When were they
destroyed? After this man who
had served his country asked to
be promoted? And then to add
stupidity to injury and insult, the
Center had the audacity to ask
for more proof “to allow a com-
plete characterization of Col.
Young’s service.” Of course, the
Center for Military History is
aware of the times in which Col.
Young lived, but the Center has
invoked its SOBP—that is, its
Standard Operating Black

“However, the response to
this letter was so slow in
coming that the Coalition
enlisted the aid of Cong.
Barbara Lee (D-CA) who
dispatched yet another let-
ter to the nation’s first
Black President, request-
ing that he bestow the rank
of Honorary Brigadier
General on a man who
had served his country for
32 years.”

The legendary
Colonel Charles

Young:
Another look at
Black military

history
Editor’s Note: The article
below was originally pub-
lished in January 2014.
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***
New information has come to

light linking legendary Buffalo
Soldier and United States
Colonel Charles Young to an
early fraternal organization
known as The Black Cats, or
Beta Kappa Sigma, a little
known but exemplary club for
men at Wilberforce University
in Ohio in the late 1800s.

Charles Young, America’s first
African-American colonel,
earned many honored titles in
his lifetime. Born to enslaved
parents in Kentucky in 1864,
Young went on to graduate from
West Point and then devoted his
life to proudly serving his coun-
try as a Buffalo Soldier. His acu-
men caused him to rise through
the military ranks, from Captain
to Major and Lt. Colonel, then
achieving the highest honor for a
black soldier at the time, full
Colonel, in 1918. In addition,
Young was the first black
Superintendent of a National
Park, California’s Sequoia
National Park. He also served as
a military attaché to Liberia and
Hispaniola. Along the way he
received many honors, including
the prestigious Spingarn Medal
from the NAACP and various
military medals.

The National Coalition of
Black Veterans has been work-
ing tirelessly to obtain for Col.
Young an honorary promotion to
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