








The nation’s schools and col-
leges have more students
enrolled now than ever before,
according to the National
Center of Education Statistics
(NCES). 

This fall, nearly 50 million
students are in public elemen-
tary and secondary schools, up
from 47 million a decade ago.
Of this year's students, almost
35 million are in pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade
and about 15 million are in
grades 9-12.  An additional 5.8
million students are expected in
private schools.

Public school systems will
employ about 3.3 million teach-
ers, resulting in a pupil-teacher
ratio of 15.2 -- lower than last
year's 15.3 and in 1999 when
the ratio was 16.1.  About a
half-million teachers will be
working in private schools
where the pupil-teacher ratio is
estimated at 12.8 versus 13.0
last year.

Colleges and universities
anticipate an enrollment record
of 18.4 million students, a pro-
jected increase of about 3.1 mil-

lion since fall 2000.  Among
those are unprecedented num-
bers of African Americans and
Hispanics. 

U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan said, “With more
children enrolling in public
schools and adults pursuing
higher education and career
training, we have a unique
opportunity to invest wisely and
make thoughtful reforms in
education that will produce sig-
nificant dividends for our
nation for decades.  We must
give students the education they
deserve to compete for jobs in a
global marketplace, retrain dis-
placed workers for jobs in new
industries, and provide children
with the foundation to imagine
and invent the careers of the
future.”

Diversity grows

Today, more African American
and Hispanic students are
attending college and their
numbers represent a larger
share of overall college enroll-
ment.  From 2000 and 2009, the

number of African American
college students increased 39
percent, to 2.4 million projected
for 2009 from 1.7 million in
2000.  The number of Hispanic
college students increased 47
percent in those 10 years, to a
projected 2.2 million in 2009
from 1.5 million in 2000.

Inspiration needed

With the opening of the school
year and increases in the num-
bers of students, President
Obama delivered a message to
inspire all students to work
hard and stay in school:        

“I’ve given a lot of speeches
about education.  And I’ve
talked a lot about responsibility.
I’ve talked about your teachers’
responsibility for inspiring you,
and pushing you to learn. I’ve
talked about your parents’
responsibility for making sure
you stay on track, and get your
homework done, and don’t
spend every waking hour in
front of the TV or with that
Xbox.  I’ve talked a lot about
your government’s responsibili-

ty for setting high standards,
supporting teachers and princi-
pals, and turning around
schools that aren’t working
where students aren’t getting
the opportunities they deserve. 

“But at the end of the day,
we can have the most dedicated
teachers, the most supportive
parents, and the best schools in
the world – and none of it will
matter unless all of you fulfill
your responsibilities. 

“Unless you show up to
those schools; pay attention to
those teachers; listen to your
parents, grandparents and other
adults; and put in the hard
work it takes to succeed.”

President Obama empha-
sized that, “What you’re learn-
ing in school today will deter-
mine whether we as a nation
can meet our greatest chal-
lenges in the future.”

On dropping out

In many speeches, the President
has expressed concern for the
dropout rates in the U.S. and he
has even offered a call to action
as noted in one of his speeches.”   

“As I said a couple of weeks
ago, dropping out is quitting on
yourself, it’s quitting on your
country, and it is not an option
– not anymore.  Not when our
high school dropout rate has
tripled in the past thirty years.
Not when high school dropouts
earn about half as much as col-
lege graduates.  And not when
Latino students are dropping
out faster than just about any-
one else. 

“It is time for all of us, no
matter what our backgrounds,
to come together and solve this
epidemic.”

He repeated this sentiment
in another speech by saying
“We need to ensure that we are
encouraging the next genera-
tion of discoveries -- and the
next generation of discoverers.”

Excellence in Education:
a priority for our nation’s success

“By 2016, four out of every ten new jobs will require at least some advanced
education or training."  President Barack Obama
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"Winsor is a place where ever y-
one feels welcome," reflects
Julian Braxton, director of com-
munity and multicultural affairs
at the Winsor School in Boston.
"It is a place where ever y girl
can live out her 
possibility."  

For years, the name
"Mentoring" was synonymous
with the ideals of welcome and
support for girls from diverse
backgrounds at Winsor, a lead-
ing independent school for aca-
demically promising girls in
grades 5-12.  

At one girl's suggestion, the
Mentoring program took on a
new name last year, SISTERS,
short for Sharing Individual
Stories Through Everyone's
RootS.  "The name embodies
the spirit and the breadth of
what we believe," reflects Mr.
Braxton.

SISTERS provides a valued
support system for girls of
African-American, Afro-
Caribbean, Cape Verdean, and
Latina descent.  "One of the
things we teach girls is how
important it is to actively and
positively define yourself," Mr.
Braxton explains. 

The Big Sister Program, a
key part of SISTERS, kicks off
each fall at an Inspiration
Evening where older girls are
matched as mentors to younger
girls. 

At one year-end SISTERS
celebration, Tanya Lindsay '03
returned to speak.  President of
her Winsor class, Tanya went
on to become president of the
Black Students' Organization at
Columbia.  "It is in this com-
munity I learned to speak up
and speak out," she said.  "I
learned to be confident in
myself and what I can bring to
the table-in any setting.  I
implore you to take that lesson
with you."

Winsor's lessons-and friend-
ships-stay with girls for their
lifetimes.  The college choices
of Winsor graduates reflect the
strength of the school and its
students.  In the last five years,
the colleges attracting the
largest number of Winsor alum-
nae were Harvard, Brown, BC,
Columbia, MIT, Amherst,
George Washington, and Yale.
While college is in girls' imme-
diate futures, Winsor truly pre-
pares them for life. 

"We're excited to share why
Winsor is such a special place,"
says Pamela Parks McLaurin,
director of admission and finan-
cial aid and a Winsor graduate
herself. 
To learn more, please call the
Admission Office at 617 735-
9503 or visit www.winsor.edu.

Winsor School

SISTERS and Mentors at the
Winsor School

























Landmark School

Landmark’s Head of School
Bob Broudo is proud of the
school’s mission to help stu-
dents, with language-based
learning disabilities, realize
their educational and social
potential.

Broudo says, “Landmark’s
primary focus is our students.
At the heart of the Landmark
experience is a partnership
between the student and teacher
– our one-to-one tutorial.  Our
students obtain the best possible
opportunity to realize their
potential in the classrooms, in
theater, music, athletics, and in
many other areas of interest.
Ninety-two percent of
Landmark’s graduates matricu-
late to colleges throughout the
country and continue to
succeed.” 

He adds, “For 38 years,
Landmark has proven that stu-
dents with language-based
learning disabilities can and do
succeed.  Landmark’s diagnos-
tic and prescriptive procedures,
individualized intervention and
remediation, and teamwork
have saved thousands of young
lives.  Our school is blessed
with an outstanding faculty, and
it is their commitment, expert-
ise, and perseverance that result
in the success of Landmark’s
students.”

The school customizes pro-
grams for each child, including
the one-to-one  tutorials as well
as classes with only six to eight
students.  They also group stu-
dents by skill levels. 

With all of the support given
to students, Broudo proudly

shares that, “We place 92% of
our graduates in college and
100% pass the MCAS.”

“We believe that every stu-
dent has a right to learn.Our
children have the cognitive abil-
ity to learn, problem-solve, and
generalize, although they have
trouble letting the world know.”

Landmark also shares its
knowledge with others.  This
past summer, Landmark hosted
a teachers training forum for
2,000 teachers from across the
world who want to better learn
how to integrate students with
learning disabilities. 

Shown are student co-athletes of the week for their out standing plays.

Landmark’s success is based on
addressing language-based disabilities







Relationships - the
key to 
student success
When students are underachieving, school
policymakers often examine class size, cur-
riculum and funding, but University of
Missouri researchers suggest establishing rela-
tionships may be a powerful and less expen-
sive way to improve students' success.  In a
review of the research they show that students
with positive attachments to their teachers
and schools have higher grades and higher
standardized test scores.

Private schools are great places to build
new relationship and take advantage of edu-
cational experiences and extra-curricular
activities.  Check out the stories in this section
to get an idea of the possibilities at each
school.

"In this era of accountability, enhancing
student-teacher relationships is not merely an
add-on, but rather is fundamental to raising
achievement," said Christi Bergin, associate
professor in the MU College of Education.
"Secure student-teacher relationships predict
greater knowledge, higher test scores, greater
academic motivation and fewer retentions or
special education referrals.  Children who
have conflicted relationships with teachers
tend to like school less, are less self -directed
and cooperate less in the classroom."

"To be effective, teachers must connect
with and care for children with warmth,
respect and trust," said David Bergin, associ-
ate professor of educational psychology, and
the other author of the article.  "In addition, it
is important for schools to make children feel
secure and valued, which can liberate them to
take on intellectual and social challenges and
explore new ideas."

BELMONT HILL SCHOOL
A SCHOOL FOR BOYS    GRADES 7 - 12

CURRICULUM NIGHT OPEN HOUSE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2009

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Come explore innovations in teaching at Belmont Hill

 Panel discussions

 Boys and Writing

Harkness Table Pedagogy

 Technology demonstrations

Student Project Presentations

For program information and directions go to:

www.belmonthill.org

350 Prospect Street, Belmont, MA 02478   Tel. 617.484.4410







Coauthor of
Barack 2.0, brings an

engineer’s perspec-
tive to social media.

David Bullock, coau-
thor of Barack 2.0, will

speak about leveraging
new media platforms for

branding and multichannel
business communications:

an ideation-to-transaction
case study.

This eye-opening behind-the-
scenes-look at the proven

methodologies for effective
messaging and dissemination of

multi-media content will exam-
ine the successful social media

implementation strategy and tacti-
cal messaging of the 2008

Presidential Campaign.  Thinking,
strategies, and tools will be dis-

cussed.

David is President and Managing
Director of White Bullock Group, a

business development firm.  He is a
degreed mechanical engineer with a
thorough understanding of process con-
trol. David has held positions with Mobil
Oil, The DuPont Company, and Fanuc
Robotics North America where he
accounted for more than $100 million
worth of goods and services sold in a
seven-year period.  His book Barack 2.0
is an exploration of how then-candidate
Obama used social media to help win the
White House and how those lessons can
be utilized in business.

AVID
BULLOCK


